QUEEN   MAKY   OF   MODENA
1689 and receive their owne King as at this time. ... I know, Madam, there is little need of laying these things before you, since noe-body sees more clearly into all these matters, nor endeavours more to redress them than yourself. Our want of copper is very great, that thing alone being our support as to the payment of our army, ... for not a farthing of silver or gold is now to be seen in this whole nation. ... I pray, Madam, let 50 tons of copper be sent us (besides the 40 tons a-coming) before the end of March . . . and 10 tons of steel for we begin now to make fire-arms. . . . Your Majesty cannot choose but be soe very knowing in all these kind of affairs that I believe the King needs no other factor there than yourself. . . . Pray God preserve you and your Son."
The Queen's entreaties had prevailed with Louis XIV, and he determined to send the Comte de Lauzun with troops, arms and men to Ireland. The Venetian envoy announces that he is to replace General de Rosen in the chief command, " and d'Avaux, Ambassador from this Court, is to come back, as it is believed that Lauzun will have more influence with the King of England and greater freedom of action. Eleven battalions are on their way to Brest and My lord Mel fort has embarked at Marseilles, and must now be near Rome, from whence the Queen expects some remarkable assistance."
PIETRO VENIER TO VENETIAN SENATE.
"21 December 1689.
Archives,           "In Ireland matters are progressing with better fortune, the King
emce           having recovered Sligo, with  no small loss to Schomberg,    From
London comes news that a portrait of Orange in the Guildhall with the crown and sceptre, has been disfigured, and those emblems cut away. In a disquieted populace malcontents are never lacking, but the favour of Parliament and the foreign forces that Prince has in hand are his safeguards."
"28 December 1689.
". . . . Things look better in Ireland ; the King is at the head of 25,000 men and master of the greater part of the country. The Comte de Lauzun has not yet started ; he is ready at Brest with several regiments. Both armies in Ireland have gone into winter quarters,"
258e our interests to heart, which at present are the same as his own.
